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PROFILE

My name is Regine Anjoute, and I am a Registered Nurse with a
deep dedication to caring for underserved communities — a
commitment rooted in my upbringing. Born and raised in Haiti, I
witnessed firsthand the challenges of limited access to quality
healthcare. These formative experiences ignited my passion for
nursing and inspired my mission to make a meaningful impact
in the lives of others.

I currently serve as the Director of Nursing (DON) at Martin
Correctional Institution. Before stepping into this leadership
role, I worked for two years as the facility’s Mental Health
Nurse, where I found great fulfillment in supporting a
population often overlooked — individuals who truly need and
value compassionate, skilled care.

Before entering correctional healthcare, I worked at the Drug
Abuse Foundation in Delray Beach. There, I witnessed the
critical need for education, prevention, and support for
individuals struggling with addiction. That experience 
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deepened my commitment to healthcare advocacy and strenghtned my passion for serving vulnerable
and often forgotten populations.

Education continues to play a vital role in my journey. I earned my Master of Science in Nursing from
Chamberlain University and initially pursued a Family Nurse Practitioner degree at Saint Thomas
University. However, I later transitioned into the Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner program.

Growing up in a culture where mental health is often misunderstood or stigmatized, I came to realize
how much change is needed — not just in treatment access, but in cultural attitudes. Working in both
public and private sectors, especially in correctional healthcare, I’ve seen how deeply cultural beliefs
affect individuals' willingness to seek help. This insight led me to focus on mental health, where I believe
I can make the greatest impact.

As I continue to grow both personally and professionally, I remain committed to leading with
compassion, advocating for mental health awareness, advancing health equity, and making a lasting
difference in the communities I serve.
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Emily Brown is a doctoral-prepared nurse practitioner in
Adult-Gerontology Primary Care, currently practicing in the
county detention center of Charleston, South Carolina. Her
primary clinical interests include dementia and memory care
and management of diabetes, hypertension, and other
metabolic disease through diet and lifestyle modification
(which poses a unique set of challenges in a correctional
environment)! More recently, her interests have expanded to
include management of opioid, alcohol, and benzodiazepine
withdrawal and the treatment of substance use disorders.

Emily is originally from Ohio, where she obtained her BS in
Health Science from Marietta College. She then pursued her
MSN and DNP degrees in Boston, MA at the Boston College
Connell School of Nursing. Her training was rooted in holistic
patient-centered care with an emphasis on social
determinants of health and the relationship between systemic
injustice and poor health outcomes. This training prepared her
for a career caring for the medically-complex, marginalized,
impoverished, addicted, and justice-involved.

When not in jail, Emily enjoys spending time on the marsh,
hiking, baking, and practicing yoga. Her favorite hiking
destination is northern Arizona, her favorite recipe is brown
butter chocolate chip cookies, and she’ll be entering a
sourdough loaf in the Coastal Carolina Fair this fall. Wish her
luck!

She is immensely grateful to the NCCHC Foundation for
providing her the opportunity to attend this conference and
grow her knowledge base for practicing healthcare within the
correctional system. She hopes to leave with new clinical skills,
quality-improvement initiatives for her team, and a network of
colleagues and friends to support her growth as a provider.

Get in touch! 

EMILY BROWN, DNP, APRN
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Postdoctoral Research Scientist

Center for Justice Research
Texas Southern University
Houston, TX

HTTPS://WWW.LINKEDIN.COM/IN/MYA-
B-2546B81A6/ 

JESSICA BROWN, RN

Hi my name is Jessica and I’m a passionate healthcare
professional dedicated to serving underserved and vulnerable
populations. I began my career in the emergency room, where I
developed a strong foundation in acute care and a deep
empathy for patients facing complex challenges. That
experience led me to two unexpected but life-changing paths:
working in correctional healthcare and becoming a foster
parent.

I currently work in a juvenile detention center in Charleston,
South Carolina, where I provide care to youth in the justice
system. This role has further deepened my commitment to
improving health outcomes for those who are often overlooked.
I’m also starting my journey to become a nurse practitioner so I
can expand the impact I have in my community and beyond.

Being a foster parent has shown me the importance of trauma-
informed care, stability, and compassion, both at home and in
my professional life. I believe that everyone deserves quality
healthcare, regardless of their background or circumstances,
and I’m honored to be part of a field that allows me to make a
difference every day.
I’m incredibly grateful to have received a scholarship to attend
the NCCHC Correctional Healthcare Conference, and I look
forward to learning, connecting, and growing alongside others
who share this mission.

Registered Nurse
VitalCore Health Strategies

Ladson, SC
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 "Everyone deserves care. No
matter their past, their present,
or their sentence."
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AMANDA JO BRYANT, MPA

Release Planner Supervisor
NaphCare, Inc. – Pima County
Adult Detention Complex

Marana, AZ

Amanda Jo Bryant is the Release Planning Supervisor at the
Pima County Jail in Tucson, Arizona, where she leads a team
dedicated to helping justice-involved individuals transition from
incarceration back into the community. She has spent more
than a decade working in behavioral health and walking
alongside people in some of the most difficult chapters of their
lives. Gaining experience working with various behavioral
health populations, Amanda has developed an understanding
of how critical support is at every stage of recovery and reentry,
regardless of where someone is starting from.

Amanda’s passion for correctional health care is rooted in her
own story. Growing up in a chaotic environment, she witnessed
firsthand the impact of addiction, instability, and incarceration.
Her father’s time in custody left an indelible mark on her,
shaping both her understanding of the system and her drive to
change it from within. The murder of her father years later
deepened that commitment, reminding her that behind every
statistic is a human being with a family, a history, and the
potential for redemption.
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Armed with a bachelor’s degree in Forensic Psychology and a Master of Public Administration, Amanda
combines clinical insight with a systems-level perspective. She is motivated not only by outcomes but
by people, with the belief that dignity, compassion, and access to care should not end at the jail door.
In her role, she advocates for improved discharge planning, interdisciplinary collaboration, and
stronger community partnerships that reduce recidivism and promote long-term stability.

Amanda’s vision for correctional health care is transformative: a system that recognizes the humanity
of those it serves and equips them with the resources to succeed beyond custody. For her, this work is
not just a career, it is a calling born from resilience, empathy, and the conviction that change is
possible when people are given a chance.
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SIDRA CAPRIOLO
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PhD student
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Psychology Intern, Taylor
Hardin Secure Medical
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Tuscaloosa, AL

My name is Sidra Capriolo and I’m from Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
I am a current clinical psychology PhD student at The University
of Alabama (Roll Tide!) in our department’s psychology-law
track.

As a graduate student, I am involved in both research and
clinical work involving individuals in the justice system. I have
research interests in many subareas of forensic psychology,
including accommodations for defendants with intellectual
disabilities, money management and financial empowerment
for people with criminal-legal involvement, and competency to
stand trial. 

As a clinician, I spent this summer working for the Alabama
Department of Mental Health (ADMH) as a competency
restoration specialist, where I delivered telehealth interventions
to pre-trial defendants in jails across the state. In August, I
began working at the Taylor Hardin Secure Medical Facility,
ADMH’s psychiatric hospital for criminally committed patients.
As a psychology intern, I conduct intakes with newly admitted
patients and conduct forensic evaluations under supervision.

I recently began my tenure as Chair-Elect of the American Psychology-Law Society (AP-LS) Student
Committee. Attending AP-LS Conferences and meeting fellow psycho-legal scholars and practitioners
have strengthened my commitment to advocating for forensic and correctional populations, especially
those with serious mental illnesses and intellectual disabilities. In the future, as a licensed psychologist,
I will apply empirical research to clinical evaluation, intervention, and policy to support people with
criminal-legal involvement and serious mental health conditions.

I cannot thank the NCCHC Foundation enough for awarding me this scholarship. I am so excited to
meet correctional healthcare professionals in disciplines outside my own to learn about the different
parts of multidisciplinary treatment teams in jails and prisons. Through this experience, I will develop a
greater understanding of how we work together to treat individuals with complex mental and physical
health needs through pharmacological and therapeutic interventions.
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LT GAYON R. EARLE, RN

PMHNP Student
Florida International
University

Lieutenant, U.S. Public
Health Service - Investigator,
Investigations Unit

ICE Health Service Corps
Enforcement and Removal
Operations, U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement

Miramar, FL

Lieutenant (LT) Gayon Earle is a nurse officer in the U.S.
Public Health Service and proudly serves as an investigator
for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
Health Service Corps. As an investigator, LT Earle reviews
detained illegal alien medical records to determine
appropriateness of clinical care, ensuring accountability,
transparency, and promoting the health and safety of
those detained in ICE custody. 

NCCHC 2025 NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

http://linkedin.com/in/asia-proctor-lpc-ncc-6b5765225


714-906-4791 714-906-4791 

PROFILE

MELISSA EVANS, RN

Charge Nurse
Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center

Iowa Park, TX

Melissa Evans is a registered nurse with over a decade of
experience, primarily in emergency medicine. In 2013, she
began her nursing career and dedicated many years to
providing urgent, high-quality care in the emergency
department. About a year and a half ago, she transitioned into
correctional health care, where she discovered a true passion
for serving an underserved population. 

Melissa is currently pursuing a Master of Science in Nursing with
a dual focus in Acute Care and Family Nurse Practitioner. Her
goal is to continue her career in corrections, providing
compassionate, evidence-based care to individuals who are
often overlooked. 

A native of Southern California, Melissa grew up surrounded by
poverty and crime, experiences that shaped her determination
to help others through nursing. With the unwavering support of
her husband of more than 20 years and their soon-to-be 18-
year-old daughter, she has been able to advance her
education while balancing full-time work, volunteer service with
the American Red Cross, and family life. 

Melissa is honored to be selected as a scholarship recipient
and looks forward to deepening her knowledge, strengthening
her clinical skills, and continuing to advocate for high-quality,
patient-centered care in correctional settings.
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“Correctional health care inspires me
to bring dignity and compassion to

people who are too often
overlooked.”



PROFILE

KARI FRYMIRE, LMSW, CRC

Clinician
Idaho Department of
Correction

Meridian, ID

Kari Frymire is a Licensed Master Social Worker (LMSW) and
Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC) who currently serves
as a Clinician in a Behavioral Health Unit within a correctional
facility. In her role, she provides direct clinical services,
including mental health assessment, crisis intervention, and
therapeutic support for incarcerated individuals experiencing
serious mental illness.

With more than a decade of experience in social services,
Kari brings a strong background in trauma-informed care,
vocational rehabilitation, and program development. She has
designed and facilitated evidence-based group programs
that promote resilience, emotional regulation, healthy
relationships, and recovery from trauma. Her work reflects a
deep commitment to helping justice-involved individuals
develop insight, accountability, and practical coping
strategies that support rehabilitation and successful
reintegration.

Kari’s professional mission is to strengthen correctional
behavioral health systems through compassion, evidence-
based practice, and collaborative care. She is dedicated to
bridging clinical treatment with educational and vocational
pathways that empower individuals to rebuild their lives.

As an NCCHC Conference Scholar, Kari is honored to
continue advancing her clinical expertise, gain new
perspectives in correctional health care, and apply innovative
approaches to improving mental health outcomes within her
facility’s behavioral health unit.
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AUSTIN T. GEER

PharmD Candidate, P3
PhD Student, Clinical
Pharmacy & Translational
Sciences – Health Services
Research and Outcomes

University of Michigan |
College of Pharmacy

Ann Arbor, MI

My interest in a career in corrections began at home. My
mother has worked as a Nurse Practitioner in correctional
settings for over 15 years, and through her, I was exposed
early on to the intersection of health care, justice, and
humanity. I remember her stories about the challenges of
treating chronic disease and mental illness within prison walls,
and the deep inequities her patients faced both before and
during incarceration. Her compassion and resilience showed
me that people in correctional facilities deserve dignity,
access to care, and opportunities for rehabilitation.

As I’ve grown, so has my understanding of corrections—not
just as a place of punishment, but as a setting for meaningful
health interventions and restorative support. I see it as one of
the most overlooked yet impactful frontlines in public health
and social justice.

My academic and professional interests now focus on
improving systems of care for underserved populations. I see
a career in corrections as a way to bridge health equity and
criminal justice reform. In five years, I hope to be serving
justice-involved individuals as a health care provider,
advocate, or researcher—working to reduce recidivism,
promote rehabilitation, and address social determinants of
health.

My long-term goal is to help transform correctional health
systems into models of trauma-informed, person-centered
care that better serve both patients and society. My mother’s
work inspired this path, but my own experiences and values
have deepened that commitment. I want to help ensure that
no matter where someone is housed, they are seen, heard,
and cared for.
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"”Have a vision. Be demanding."   
                                 Colin Powell 
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MEHRDAD KHERZI 

My name is Mehrdad Khezri, and I am a PhD candidate in
Epidemiology at the New York University School of Global
Public Health. Before joining NYU, I was a project manager at
the WHO Collaborating Center for HIV Surveillance (HIVHUB) in
the Middle East and North Africa, where I helped design and
implement national studies on HIV and substance use among
people who inject drugs, women engaged in sex work, men who
have sex with men, and incarcerated people in Iran.

My research focuses on prevention and treatment services for
polysubstance use, overdose, HIV, and hepatitis C among
people who use drugs and those involved in the criminal legal
system. I have worked extensively with large public health
datasets and systematic reviews to examine patterns of
substance use, HIV and hepatitis C risk, and barriers to
treatment engagement. My work in correctional settings has
examined HIV and hepatitis C prevalence, HIV testing and
treatment adherence, drug use, suicide risk and mental health
challenges, and harm reduction strategies for vulnerable
populations. At NYU, my dissertation examines how fentanyl
and polysubstance use shape overdose and treatment
outcomes, using latent class analysis and integrating urine
toxicology with self-reported data.

I am honored to receive this scholarship from the NCCHC
Foundation and look forward to engaging with colleagues at
the conference. I hope to integrate what I learn into my
research and contribute to ongoing efforts to improve care for
justice-involved and underserved populations.

PhD Candidate - Epidemiology
New York University - School
of Global Public Health

New York, NY 
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H. HARRY LEE, DMD 

Hello! My name is H. Harry Lee, and I'm a general dentist serving
patients at West County Detention Facility and Martinez Detention
Facility in Northern California. Having spent my formative years in South
Korea, Japan, and the United States, I've been shaped by a rich blend
of cultures and socioeconomic contexts. As a trilingual dentist fluent in
Korean, Japanese, and English, I have firsthand experience with cultural
humility and the nuances of effective communication. This has not only
broadened my linguistic abilities, but also deepened my comprehension
of cultural nuances and my adaptability to thrive in diverse
environments.

My academic journey reflects these interests. I received dual B.A.
degrees in Social Welfare and East Asian Languages & Cultures—
Japanese at the University of California, Berkeley. After post-
baccalaureate studies as a career changer, I earned my Doctor of
Dental Medicine (DMD) degree from the Boston University Henry M.
Goldman School of Dental Medicine cum laude. My professional
journey began as a full-time general dentist at the Mattapan
Community Health Center in Boston. I also gained valuable experience
in various clinical settings in Northern California, including small private
clinics, a large DSO, and pediatric dental clinics, before beginning my
current role at two detention facilities in the Bay Area.

 As a pragmatic idealist, I endeavor to provide comprehensive and
holistic oral healthcare at my county detention clinics. To more 

Dentist
West County Detention Facility
& Martinez Detention Facility

Berkeley, CA 
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effectively bridge existing gaps in care, I plan to pursue further education in public health and leadership. My long-
term goal is to work in both clinical and policy-oriented roles, collaborating with public health leaders and community
organizations. I'm especially interested in developing sustainable correctional health initiatives that integrate oral
health into community reentry planning, as I believe successful reintegration depends on continuity of care. By
elevating oral health as a fundamental component of well-being in these settings, we can improve quality of life and
positively reshape the health of formerly incarcerated individuals.

 Outside of work, I enjoy appreciating life and expressing myself through piano, pottery, and photography—my lifelong
hobbies that help me reflect, recharge, and stay grounded. I also strive to stay connected to my values through
weekly Bible study and by volunteering as a reviewer for the UC Education Abroad Program (UCEAP) Alumni
Scholarship. These activities motivate me to serve with empathy, excellence, and a deep respect and curiosity for
each individual's unique journey. Lastly, despite being professionally trained not to consume too much sugar, I still
have a big sweet tooth and am a green tea connoisseur.

"We lose power if we do not
concentrate on the right thing."
                           Oswald Chambers
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STEVE MARTINEZ

My name is Steve Martinez, and I am a Registered Nurse
committed to compassionate, patient-centered care in
psychiatric and correctional settings. Since graduating in 2011, I
have focused on psychiatric care, which remains my passion.
Supporting individuals with mental health challenges has
reinforced the importance of empathy, patience, and
understanding in every aspect of nursing.

After more than ten years in clinical nursing, I moved into
correctional health care about a year and a half ago, and I
have truly enjoyed the experience. This field is very different
from traditional health care. It calls for adaptability, strong
clinical judgment, and real compassion for people who are
often overlooked. As a Charge Nurse at the Utah State Prison
and with University of Utah Health, I have worked with diverse
groups facing complex medical and mental health challenges.
This work has strengthened my belief that everyone deserves
dignity and the chance to heal, no matter their situation.
I am currently pursuing my BSN degree at Utah Tech University,
where I’m expanding my knowledge in leadership, community
health, and evidence-based practice. My ultimate goal is to
earn my Doctor of Nursing Practice degree as a Psychiatric
Mental Health Nurse Practitioner (DNP-PMHNP) and continue
advancing mental health services and advocacy within
correctional systems.

I am deeply honored to be a recipient of the NCCHC
Foundation Scholarship and look forward to connecting with
others who share my commitment to equitable, high-quality,
and compassionate correctional healthcare.

RN-BSN Student
Utah Tech University

Charge Nurse
Utah State Prison 
University of Utah Health
 
South Jordan, UT 
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“Every patient has a story that
deserves to be heard, even

behind the walls.”
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ERIK ODOM, DO

Dr. Erik Odom is a third-year psychiatry resident at Oklahoma
State University Center for Health Sciences who brings the
combined perspective of physician and nurse to his work. He
began his career as an intensive care nurse, delivering critical
care for medically complex patients, and during medical school
gained additional frontline experience in both an inpatient
state psychiatric hospital and a detox/residential facility—roles
that confirmed his commitment to psychiatry and to justice-
involved populations.

He builds on this foundation by actively providing psychiatric
care outside of residency. He has treated adults in state and
rural inpatient hospitals, supported individuals in addiction
recovery through detox and residential programs, and delivered
crisis and triage services for patients ages 5–17, as well as
adults, presenting with acute psychiatric needs.

Beyond his clinical training, Dr. Odom has remained deeply
engaged in service and leadership. He has collaborated with
community outreach programs to support at-risk youth and
unhoused adults, and he has taken on leadership roles within
his residency and local organizations, advancing advocacy
efforts, medical education, and program development.

As a National Health Service Corps Scholar, Dr. Odom
leverages his diverse training, leadership, and service to expand
access to compassionate, evidence-based psychiatric care. He
plans to dedicate his career to correctional psychiatry, working
to improve systems of care for justice-involved individuals.

Psychiatry Resident
Oklahoma State University
Center for Health Sciences

Tulsa, OK 
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TAYGRECTA WIGFALL, BSN

Master of Nursing -
Executive Leadership
Chamberlain University

Registered Nurse
Sheriff Al Cannon Detention 
Center 

Summerville, SC 

My name is Taygrecta Wigfall-Turner, and nursing isn’t just a job
for me—it’s a calling that’s shaped nearly every part of my life.
I’m a wife and a proud mother of three, and when I’m not
caring for my patients, you’ll find me traveling or spending time
with my family, soaking up every moment we get together.

I’ve been a nurse for eight years now, and my journey started at
Trident Community College and continued at Chamberlain
University, where I earned my BSN. I loved learning so much that
I decided to dive right back in, and I’m currently working toward
my master’s in executive leadership at Chamberlain as well.

Right now, I work at an adult and juvenile detention center in
Charleston, SC—a place where the need for compassion and
advocacy is undeniable. Since I was a child, I’ve been drawn to
mental health. I’ve always wanted to help people who are often
overlooked, and working at the detention center gives me the
chance to do just that every single day. My passion for mental
health fuels my purpose, and I never take for granted the trust
my patients place in me.

Nursing has brought out the very best in me. I wake up most
mornings genuinely excited to go to work, ready to fight for my
patients and celebrate their victories—no matter how small. I
believe that everyone deserves someone in their corner,
especially when times are tough, and I’m proud to be that
person for my patients.

Every day, I strive to balance my roles as a nurse, a student, a mother, and a wife. It isn’t always easy, but
it’s deeply rewarding. My family is my biggest support system, and they inspire me to keep growing—both
for myself and for those I care for.

My story is still being written, but I know one thing for sure: I was meant to be a nurse, and I’m grateful for
every step of this journey.


